
 

Response to the Government Consultation on:  

Permitted development rights for onshore wind turbines in England 

West Horsley Parish Council have considered the documents in relation to the Government Consultation on 
Permitted Development Rights for onshore wind turbines in England.  Following discussion at their Planning 
Committee meeting on 4 June 2026, the Parish Council makes the following comments and observations for 
consideration: 

1. West Horsley Parish Council supports renewable energy generation and the transition to Net Zero in 
principle. 

2. However, the Parish Council does not support the introduction of a broad permitted development right 
for non-domestic wind turbines up to 30 metres in height. Development of this scale can have 
significant visual, landscape and amenity impacts and should normally be considered through the full 
planning application process. 

3. The Parish Council is concerned that the proposed Prior Approval process would substantially reduce 
local democratic oversight and limit opportunities for parish councils and residents to comment on 
developments that may have a significant impact on their local area. 

4. If the Government proceeds with the proposed permitted development right, additional safeguards 
should be introduced, including: 

• Formal consultation with parish and town councils on all prior approval applications. 
• Explicit protection for Green Belt land. 
• Protection of important views and settings of heritage assets, not just designated sites themselves. 
• Consideration of cumulative impacts where multiple turbines are proposed within the same locality 
or neighbouring parishes. 
• A mandatory separation distance between turbines. 
• Stronger ecological safeguards, including protection of bat populations, wildlife  corridors, ancient 
woodland, and Local Wildlife Sites. 
• Consideration of impacts on dark skies and rural tranquillity. 
• Recognition of Parish Design Statements, Village Design Statements, Neighbourhood Plans and 
Landscape Character Assessments as material considerations. 

5. The Parish Council would welcome clarification as to whether parish councils are included within the 
definition of "public sector organisations" and, if so, what governance arrangements and restrictions 
would apply. 

6. The Parish Council considers that decisions affecting the character of rural communities should 
continue to be made through the plan-led planning system wherever possible, with full public 
consultation and local democratic accountability. 

 

Submitted by email on 9 June 2026 (onshorewind@energysecurity.gov.uk) by Deputy Clerk. 
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